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Part A (Page 2) 

1. An air breathing direct methanol fuel cell pack 
comprising : 

a membrane-electrode assembly which is constituted 
so as to include a plurality of unit cells by containing 
an electrolyte membrane, a plurality of anode electrodes 
provided on a first surface of the electrolyte membrane, 
and a plurality of cathode electrodes provided on a second 
surface of the electrolyte membrane as an opposite surface 
of the first surface so as to respectively correspond 
anode electrodes; 

a fuel supplying portion provided so as to confront 
the first surface of the membrane-electrode assembly, for 
supplying liquid fuel to the anode electrodes on the first 
surface of the membrane-electrode assembly; 

an upper platy member provided so as to confront the 
second surface of the membrane-electrode assembly, the 
upper platy member having a plurality of air holes for 
breathing air, the upper platy member having a air channel 
which is a groove portion for connecting inner portions of 
the plurality of the air holes in a surface confronting 
the membrane-electrode assembly; 

current collectors each provided on the cathode 
electrodes and anode electrodes of the unit cells 
contained in the membrane-electrode assembly; 
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an electric conductor which constitutes an electric 
circuit between the unit cells by electrically connecting 
the current collectors; and 

a lower platy member which constitutes a housing for 
housing the upper platy member, the membrane-electrode 
assembly, and the fuel supplying portion. 

Part B (Pages 5-6) 

[0023] Fig. 1 is an exploded view schematically 

showing components of an air breathing DMFC cell pack 
according to the invention. Fig. 2 is an exploded 
sectional view showing a laminating structure of the air 
breathing DMFC cell pack. 

[0024] In reference to Fig. 1 and Fig. 2, in 

direction of both surfaces of a six-faced fuel supplying 
portion 12 having a fuel filling port 123 formed on one 
surface thereof, that is, in an upper and lower directions 
in figures, a pair of MEAs (membrane-electrode assemblies) 
11 and 11, namely first and second MEAs are symmetrically 
located. The pair of MEAs 11 and 11 generate electric 
power by methanol and air supply. 

[0025] The MEAs 11 and 11, and the fuel supplying 

portion 12 disposed on the middle therebetween are housed 
in a six-faced housing 20. The housing 20 is composed of 
a lower body 21 which is composed of a lower platy member 



2 



Partial Translation of JP-A 2003-282131 



211 and a wall 212, and an upper platy member 22. A 
plurality of air holes 211a are formed in the lower platy 
member 211. The wall 212 is formed so as to have a 
predetermined height on an edge of the lower platy member 
211. Then, in the upper platy member 22, there are formed 
a plurality of air holes for breathing air between outside 
and inside of the housing. The upper platy member 22 is 
made to be a platy lid portion for covering a top of the 
lower body 21 in abutment with an upper edge portion of 
the wall 212. 

[0026] On inner surfaces of the wall 212, there are 

formed a spacer 212a which provides ,an exhausting path for 
carbon dioxide generated on a side of an anode electrode 
11a confronting the fuel supplying portion 12 by spacing 
side surfaces of the fuel supplying portion 12 and the 
inner surfaces of the wall, and a gas exhausting hole 212b. 
On an upper end of the wall 212, there is provided a 
projecting portion 212d which corresponds to a conjugating 
groove (not shown) formed in a bottom surface of the upper 
platy member 22. The projecting portion 212 assists the 
upper platy member 22 and the lower body 21 in conjugating 
each other. On one side surface of the wall 212, there is 
formed a penetrating hole 212c which corresponds to the 
fuel filling port 123 of the fuel supplying portion 12. 
[0027] The MEAs 11 and 11 provided on the both upper 
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and lower surfaces of the fuel supplying portion 12 
comprises an electrolyte membrane 11a, and a plurality of 
the anode electrodes lid and the cathode electrodes lib 
which are respectively provided on both surfaces of the 
electrolyte membrane 11a, that is the first surface and 
the second surface which is an opposite surface of the 
first surface. A piece of the anode electrodes d and a 
piece of the cathode electrodes lib mutually correspond 
unit cells. As a result, MEAs 11 and 11 each are 
constituted to include a plurality of the unit cells. On 
top surfaces of the anode electrodes lid and the cathode 
electrodes lib, there are formed current collectors 11c 
and lie which are formed of mesh metal. Further, on a 
edge portion of the electrolyte membrane 11a, there are 
formed a plurality of electric conductors llf for 
electrically connecting the current collector of the 
cathode of the unit cell and the current collector of the 
anode of the unit cell which is provided close to the 
current collector of the cathode of the unit cell. 
[0028] The fuel supplying portion 12 is a six-faced 

methanol storage container having the fuel supplying port 
123. The fuel supplying port 12 has a structure having a 
plurality of fuel passage holes 122a on upper and lower 
surfaces thereof. Fuel, that is methanol, is stored 
inside of the fuel supplying portion 12. This structure 
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will be specifically described hereinbelow. 
Part C (Page 9) 

[BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS] 

Fig. 1 is an exploded view schematically showing 
components of an air breathing DMFC cell pack according to 
the invention. 

Fig. 2 is an exploded sectional view showing a 
laminating structure of the fuel cell pack according to 
the invention, the fuel cell pack being shown in the Fig. 
1. 

Part D (Page 10) 

[DESCRIPTION OF REFERENCE NUMERAL] 

11 MEA (THE FIRST AND SECOND MEMBRANE -ELECTRODE 
ASSEMBLIES) 

11a ELECTROLYTE MEMBRANE 
lib CATHODE ELECTRODE 
lie, lie CURRENT COLLECTORS 
lid ANODE ELECTRODE 
llf ELECTRIC CONDUCTOR 

12 FUEL SUPPLYING PORTION 

20 HOUSING 

21 LOWER BODY 

22 UPPER PLATY MEMBER 
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122a FUEL PASSAGE HOLE 
123 FUEL FILLING PORT 

211 LOWER PLATY MEMBER 
211a AIR HOLE 

212 WALL 
212a SPACER 

212b GAS EXHAUSTING HOLE 
212c PENETRATING HOLE 
212d PROJECTING PORTION 
221a AIR HOLE 
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PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an air breathing 
direct methanol fuel cell pack. 

SOLUTION: This cell pack is equipped with an MEA 1 1 
having an anode electrode 1 1 d installed on a first 
surface of an electrolyte membrane 1 1 a and a cathode 
electrode 1 1b corresponding to the anode electrode 
installed on a second surface of the electrolyte 
membrane 11a; a fuel supply part 12 supplying liquid fuel 
to the anode electrode 1 1d on the first surface of the 
MEA 1 1; an upper side plate-shaped member 22 installed 
so as to face the second surface of the MEA 1 1, in 
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connecting the inside parts of a plurality of vents 221a 
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formed; current collectors 11c, 1 1e installed on the 
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current collectors 11c, 1 1e and constituting an electric 
circuit between unit cells; and a lower side plate-shaped 
member 21 1 constituting a housing for housing the MEA 1 1 and the fuel supply part 12, together 
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£*LT^5. :w^ff^^2 2 1bfi, £5uIS& 

$r«t5t)OT$>^ ffij&mz&i,x^z> 0 mm^ 

H!W^2 l lfc*>, mm(D&%f?^*jU2 2 1 
b^^$ixrv>-c i b«tv\ :©^f+^2 2i 

2 1 1 cDF^ffir*il^?L2 2 1 a (2 12aCo^ttN 
4S) ^flSlcig^LT, v^r;h,a»— 8B©aSStfL 2 2 l 
a, 2 1 1 a35SW*$tbfc!9ftffi#<0#©J; ^ 
l-cfcflJgfrttfcO LfcB#, te©»^«>ji»7L 2 2 1a, 
2 1 1 a^bSKA$tLfc^d«i2:3&SoTW*&$1tSfc«) 

[0044] m^(DXo^%m^t\^x(Dmn^-Y> 

*A-2 2 1b, 2 1 1 bte, ^UfcJ: 9i-ii^?L2 2 

la, 2 1 1 atfttj&#^Mit&i;:j: *)mt>tizm& 
^gffc6 0 221b, 211b 

Ut*»e>*5«««)lj5?L2 2 1a, 2 1 1 a $r_hfflHBS 
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«tt*W2 2&0«Ta1SiW«^»*t2 1 1 0>l*iSo 
*Lfcf, — g&OilSCJL 2 2 1a, 2 11 a ^H^tLfc^ 
Ct)ft!l<0^jiM2 2 1 a, 211 £ix 
fc^^Cri^^-**/^ 2 1a, 2 11 b£:i§£Tfcii 

ztixmrnfrfotmri-z z t *m&&)\z&±xz s 0 

[0 0 4 5] 121 0 {4, ±fflHBfl«lfcflW2 2, ME A 1 
1, ^M95 1 2S^n^(OWl 1 c, 11 

e<nmmmfe<nm&mxibox, ^-rti^n^m^m 

2 2 1a, 211 adSag»f$ixfcl^S:*»fl<J^i-. El 
io l O^^ftfci^tc, _bMiJtg^W2 2*fcttT9J 
D84EtfcaUtt2 1 KO-BU4>-e— o*fett1fijBfc©a^a2 
2 1a, 2 11 a&M&r£tlit1$\Z. Wl 1XIZ*P£:<D 

7L2 2 1a, 2 1 1 a ^t@Sig^-r6^^-y>-^2 
2 1 b £ii£T££#;<5 0 Lt^ot, ±BU{BOtRJKSStt 2 
2<0— SRoa^TL^ifiWfSttfc^ f&<DS$#<DiMtfL 2 
2 1 a »C«£A*ixfcffl»36S^f L ^>'^2 2 1 b £il 

i:t^ot^y-KWi i b^i^(:^$ 

20 ix5 0 ftfc, 1 0(4, 3fl§COil^7L2 2 1 a©H~ 

[0 0 4 6] w\U<D i 9 fc^^t-^T, El 1 0 (C^ 
$ttyt«t9iCfltrf2jffl^^^Sl 1 c, 1 1 ettS^X 

x**$ y~/ucommmm±^ii-htix^^ 0 l^l, 
rtL^^mtsi i c i i ettiPMdj&tsfir-rsfcaC). ^s- 

[0 0 4 7] @8^LB 1 0lZ7F&tltt±$mtiWtto 

n.f-v^X'MZs *KW<nMtfo®\\zJ:'Dxmit£XlZ7fi 

40 -o0^^^|5(0^!lfCMEA^^WtC^:(te>ix5 
[0 0 4 8] Hll 1(4, ^^<D^2»gfi?iJtC t tS-fer/P 

[oo4 9] mi i iz.7jk£titi x o ^, -t^as^afr 

2 1 2^tt5iSOTOTfl£2 lc^>iS*(5(cM^^ 
13«U -e^Jh^StCMEA 1 l^g^TV^o 
^ Lt±MiJ1S^M (_h«) 2 2 I»IEME A 1 1 & 
50 *D£Ei-5^ffi-eHtflET9lJ**2 1 jcjg^$ixS Q 'b*.^ 
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£xfi&nMiz.Mfc+z&mmftif&&rtbtiz&* mi 

lT-i±»LV^ttWSr«l»-r5 0 12] 1 lic^£*Lf;:tfti£tf> 
[0 0 5 0] \£±<D£?iz^£tiizmi&mz.te^xft* 

[0 0 5 1 ] 112(1 ifflSfllJtE^SBfl-XV/^fcttT 

21b, 2 i i ba?, Jb»flfl«:tfc*w#-;ftt*/* 

[0 0 5 2] *36W<O*&tCfl&©H*fe0y(-<ttt 
tf, itjfEil^.?L2 2 1a, 211a ftS^ttfflKttfltt* 2 

i\ mi 3\z.7jk&ntz£ 51c, atftufc^HSc, c \z_<d 

a, 211all, ±*MtiUttftt*2 2»U«/*fcJiT» 

1 1 k^t, *ra^#*^LT#«£n 
fc-o©*w (mc c ) iz*ti?timmMj&£ti 

T\**Tb£\r\ ZLXmi 4%.Z*mi 5 ^$ixfc<t 5 
±^««(W2 2ftt5/*fcf4T*W*«^2 

ffifemZ <0ggMSP2 21c v 211c «$tit*J 
"9. £^^^W3#1»<^1^?L2 2 1a, 2 11 
a fcig*S1-5. 

[0053] 1 6f*, S 1 4SU*i 1 5(C^£*Xfc± 
AWK4KtMt2 2RV/tLttl±TlRW1KV&m2 l l <£> 
^^(C{&O|ISfe0iJ$r^-r o ^H^0ijT*{il^]l 2(C7jK^tb 
fcJ;9l:ft>^2 2 1b, 211bM^S^ 

[0054] M±t&w£titznmm\z&^x. _l*mbmr 

&fS.<Dffik<Ditlb<D&fS. l ?'ir >*A>&J»til&tlXj$9 % 

[0 0 5 5] WT, ffl*<oa«?Li:r*te)«r±fflJffli«^ 
SW2 2&tf/*fcttT&iWJ«lfc$C*t2 1 1 Wrtffi-ClE 
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£5i«i-5aS5a^-ir>'^2 2 1 b, 211biia5 

[0 0 5 6] C<Z>$Fi£fi, mi 7S.U?iai 8{C^£*Xfc 
«fc5t-* ME A 1 1 tiMJWIt2 2 £(£>Pp11C, £ 

[0057] m 1 9f±, 01 tc^^nfc-fe/u^y^om 

Ofi, {Hi Tl^SlxfcJiSlSiftl^aJW&t^/^fcttT 
&mxibZ> a WlftZtLtzffi-ir/i"*?, ?<DftM&e. Oc 

mX8. OcmXl. 0cm $ /W £ ) <Dfcm 

^0^^#t^-T6fc^(Diim7L2 2 1a, 2 11a 

20 fr-fevmffi&te^x&M&tix&v % m&2 i 2\z.\± 

ffi?L2 1 2 bi>mf££tlX^Z> 0 ±JW<*y?<D— ftflffitC 

^(o^i-t/i-^iE^j^^n^^i 6, 1 7a*Nitk 

[0 0 5 8] <1. BffiK3g>T/- K«ffitt, 

— Ttf 5/^, IPA(isopropyl a 

1 c o h o 1 ) MPTF E (PolyteTraFl 
30 uoroEthylene) LT^#fc^ 7 L> — £ 

* x = ^ v ^1" 6 l£ 3 L fcttg* m-T £ J: 9 
PTFE^MDlO%«U: 9 ttttUItt, 
P tRu^^y^ (Johnsonmatthey C 
o. ) ftfe££<b*, I PA, 5%<D-ry^f (Na 
fion solution, Aldrich C 

o. ) &m^mm>^x2mmu&Lxmz.x : 7 v 

t Ru:/ 7 1 5%T*£>I9, m^CO^^ci— T-* 

^^tL/cm^(i 8 ot^t-yyt i u#we«ur 

I PA?:l^5feLfc: 0 

[0 0 5 9] * y- Kitli, MoRftftfKlftAT/S 
9, I PA^PTFE^Lt#/':^7!J — 
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10%(cM5Lfc o 1&mm&, PtRu^7-^ (Jo 
hnson matthey Co.) f&V&tfc, I P 
A, 5%<D-t7 4*>&m (A 1 d r i c h Co. ) 

ftfrftfc^7>r;frvjg?fctt, a**r*JpfcLT. PtR 
u^7 y?<Dm<D 1 5%-t?fc!5 , — x-f V 10 

^iiil lmg/cm 2 (C/j:-5J;9«tfco £3i££ 

tw-cm&fis o < ca>jc&*— ^yt-i^miit-c i p 

[0 0 6 0] <2. -b/W<y^fflMEA(7)K5g>®<i|@ 
flgtt, 115 ( 1 2 7 m, DuPont 

Co. ) Srftffl L t^tt«0|»i«)fci?>k:H a S O4, H 

b'RTJJj y— KtaigJi^^ 4 . 5 c m 2 <£>*:£ £ |£#Jo 
"Cm^^PJ®^#^ 6*fcroE3?iJLfcft, 1 2 5 

9^"h;H>y (Metricton) <D0ki*X 5 20 

[0 0 6 1] <3. -lr/^y^co®|f^>Si5t$nfc6-ir 
[0 0 6 2] -*/W< y 9 tt±a«IJ«tt$Wt. T«««K 

wt-t L-c«»»«»« (*fctt*?«aj) T?«fiK$n-c*5 30 

■fe E A 35s #ft L T 5 o 

[0 0 6 3] *fS—M&&tXS&m¥mAllZ.X <9TS~ 

S co-fe/w^s/^i Ltift^t^o 

[0 0 6 4] 02 111, *&Wl££'omi¥£ft1t'te;i"< 

ir/l^y^f*, 3. 6VT'717mA (159mA/c 
m 2 ) £V^9tet&&^U 3. 64Vt'2 60 7mW 

(4 8mW/cm 2 ) (DM±mtl^^ Lfz a 

[0 0 6 5] 
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£ »M Lfctt^fc: < TtttBiST^m 

[0066] *fc«b*6«jncaa (se^p^K) . m^nm 

m^^-Y tiX\,*2> 0 LfctfSoT. v> 

1>m&£tiZ>£llCti:^X^Z> a Tt£t>*>, ±/\"<y? 
<DmnaLRZfi&%L7*>*MzX*) . t^-y^irl^- 

&sjt-kj>\"< y ? \zm*z tixttwmmz x v mm 

[0 1_] ^W^iSii^DMFCir/^^^WlK 

[ m 3 ] s^m^^^ * ^ ksse <* tt 

5 M E A CD¥® El "Cfc <5 B 
[134] 0 3OA-AlftWfflS|glt?fc*o 

[ 0 5 ] ^ssw k x z> mwmm-t^ y * ^mm £ tt 

[IS! 6 ] 121 1 lc*$ixfc*»wic J:S^3N-mmir/^-? 
[0 7] IH6 ic^ *nfc*mfej^lfU<OrtaJ«at«:*i- 

[08] \cxz> mwm,M-tJi"< y * \z mm $ n 

[0 9] *^ia5WMt;M >y ^ {d^ffl 

[010] *&wizxzmnm%i j £si'/<y?<Dm&m 

[011] *&mzxzmwn.m.±ji'/<y?v>{&<Dm ^ 

[012] 01 1 ^2tiiz&ftmz.x%&wmm j t 

TM'j^w^F^®^^-r^®0-e$>>5 o 
[01 3] *&&izxzm&mm±/i''*y*<D£hiz 
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[014] El 1 3 (C^^tb/c±^{RtJte^m«t/T^ 
[015] H l 3 lo^^fcJiMJSWXt;^ 

t?*>9. 01 3&tf01 4lc^$tLfc±MJ^m«ffl 

[0 18] ^^^W7K^g^g6lt^«:^frSt>«0 

[020] 01 7lZ7jk£fit:$:ftWlzl-Z>m%mnM 
£ 0 
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[02 1] *58MlcJ:«9«f^$^fc-fe/w<y^<Dttfie 



10 



20 



i1"-mea^(» i^<j;«2 ^m^K^m^i 
m , 

1 1 a -«mm, 

i i b--^y— Kmfii, 

lie ii e-mmt. 

I 1 d— TV — K^ffi, 

I I f -arafle. 

1 2-^W^, 

2 0- -'^Wlsif^ 
2 1-T«$*flc % 

2 2-±MlJWW, 
1 2 2 a-«R3p|-iiiS7L, 

1 2 3"«ftAP, 

2 1 1 •••TtRWlRVtmt+ 
2 11a ■•■ji^dFU 

2 1 

2 12a ■■ JX^— if\ 

2 12 b-jtf:*#H»L 

2 12 c—JTiiTL, 

2 1 2 d-^msB, 

2 2 1a •••il^TLo 
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